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November 4, 2008, General Election 
Measure 55 

Ballot Title 

AMENDS CONSTITUTION: CHANGES OPERATIVE DATE OF REDISTRICTING PLANS; 
ALLOWS AFFECTED LEGISLATORS TO FINISH TERM IN ORIGINAL DISTRICT. 

RESULT OF “YES” VOTE: “Yes” vote changes date when new redistricting plans become law, 
which allows affected state Representatives and Senators to represent their districts for a full 
term. 

RESULT OF “NO” VOTE: “No” vote retains current law permitting state legislator to be 
reassigned to another district when redistricting plan results in multiple legislators living in one 
district. 

SUMMARY: Amends Oregon Constitution. Reapportionment, commonly called “redistricting” in 
Oregon, changes the lines of Oregon’s state Representative and state Senator districts every 10 
years, based on results of the U.S. census. The next census is scheduled for 2010, with 
redistricting to be done in 2011. Currently, when a redistricting plan takes effect, and more than 
one Representative or Senator resides in the new district, one of the Representatives or 
Senators is assigned, temporarily, to another district. For example, in 2001 a Eugene 
Representative was assigned to represent a district in central Oregon. This measure would 
allow Representatives and Senators to continue to represent the districts from which they were 
elected for their full terms, with the new redistricting going into effect after the next general 
election. 

Note: The ballot title for Measure 55 was provided by the 2007 Legislature as part of  
House Bill 2640. 


